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As an English teacher working with minors from Central America at the 
Children’s Home of Kingston, I met many different types of students. Some 
had lots of educational background, others had very little. Some were 
engaged in my class, others struggled. Some did their homework, others did 
not. None of them deserved to be in jail. When I learned that ICE had arrived 
at the Children’s Home early in the morning on the 18th birthday of one of 
my students, separated him from his brother, and taken him to jail, I was 
infuriated. I knew that my student would not know what was happening and 
would have no way of contacting anyone in his family. Luckily, I was able to 
track him down and visit him, connect with lawyers on his behalf, and 
generate community support that led to his eventual release on bail after 4 
months in Orange County Jail. It was a frustrating and difficult process even 
on my end, and one can only imagine going through that as someone who 
is relatively new in this country, doesn’t speak English, and is denied his 
freedom and all contact with people he knows. Because I was Carlos’ 
teacher, I was able to find him and help him reunite with his brother and 
family. As for the approximately 1,000 other kids who were taken to jail by 
ICE on their 18th birthday in 2017 for the “crime” of having crossed the border 
as a minor and then having turned 18, I do not know what has happened to 
them. Some may have been bailed out by friends and family members. Many 
were likely deported after months in jail, and many others may still be sitting 
in jails all across the country. The only thing to be gained from keeping them 
there is money for the companies that continue to build more and more jails 
and detention centers across the country. These kids belong with their 
families, wherever they may be. They do not deserve to be locked up behind 
bars.  
 
 


